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I.

BSM1 can be summarized with one word:

This means that the background of every passage in Scripture must be properly
considered in order to accurately understand what it means. We must not
or insights. Instead, we must
apply principles and use methods that will help us
facts about the passage we are studying. Only then can we make
conclusions as to what the Bible is saying.

Application, Not Just Interpretation

We learned the P.S.A.L.M. guideline in applying Bible lessons.

A. Personal

B. Specific

C. Attainable

D. Limited Time

E. Measurable
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Conclusion
II. Learning to Think Contextually »

We learned five factors that affect the way we study and understand the Bible.

Right of the Bible is based on right
A. Various Translations ; right is a result of
right , right , and right

B. Original Recipients

C. Historical Context
D. Literary Context

1. Grammar
2. Genre
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4 E. General Principles

Scripture interprets Scripture

Get the plain sense to avoid coming up with nonsense

Clear and explicit passages explain unclear or difficult passages
Some things are just not meant to be understood
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I11. Bible Study Methods

A. The Book Background Method

B. The Book Survey Method
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» Introduction

There is a common and popular practice among Christians to approach the
Bible primarily as a supporting document for their preconceived ideas. They
begin with an idea or even a message outline and then attempt to find proof
texts from the Bible to support their ideas. This is obviously not the proper way
to study the Bible though many believers resort to this method due to the lack of
a right tool for Bible study.

The inductive method of Bible study is drawing conclusions
gathering facts and interpreting them within the
Scriptures own environment. It consists of three parts: OBSERVATION,
INTERPRETATION, and APPLICATION.

N
(98]
0
T
—
w
=
>_
(&)
>
—
(9]
w
—J
[aa]
m
<
—J
w
—)
w
—J

I. Observation: What does the passage ?

A. Identify the

1. See the message of the book as , in its entirety

2. Gain an understanding of the author’s for writing
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3. Identify the main of the book
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. Become aware of the of the book

. Understand the of the verses and the chapters to

one another and to the book as a whole

Observe the Obvious - facts that are plainly evident or

. People
. Places
. Events

. Ideas (words/terms, phrases)

Deal with the Text Objectively - avoid “ ” the pas-
sage at this point

. Read with a

. Who

Who wrote it? Who said it? Who are the major characters? Who are the
people mentioned? To whom is the speaker speaking? About whom is he
speaking?

. What

What are the main events? What are the major ideas? What are the major
teachings? What are these people like? What does he talk about the most?
What is his purpose for saying that?

. When

When was it written? When did this event take place? When will it happen?
When did he say it? When did he do it?

. Where

Where was this done? Where was this said? Where will it happen?

. Why

Why was there a need for this to be written? Why was this mentioned? Why
was so much or so little space devoted to this particular event or teaching?
Why was this reference mentioned? Why should they do such and such?

. How

How is it done? How did it happen? How is this truth illustrated?

1
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II. Interpretation: What does the passage ?

A. Remember the context rules

1. The surrounding verses and chapters
2. The book in which it is found

3. The entire Word of God

B. Always seek the of the Word of God

C. Remember that Scripture will never contradict Scripture

D. Do not base your doctrine on an obscure passage of Scripture

E. Interpret Scripture —the way it presents itself
E  Look for the author’s meaning of the passage
G. Check your conclusions by using commentaries

III. Application: How does the of this passage apply
to me?

A. What does the passage teach?

1. Is it general or specific?

2. Does it apply only to specific people? To a cultural problem of the day? To a
certain time in history?

3. Has it been superseded by a broader teaching?
B. Does this section of Scripture expose any error in your beliefs or in your
behavior?
1. Are there any commandments that you have not obeyed?
2. Are there any wrong attitudes or motives in your life that the Scriptures bring
to light?

C. What is God’s instruction to you as His child?

1. Are there any truths to be believed?
2. Are there any commandments to be acted upon?
3. Are there any promises you are to embrace?

4. Are there any principles you are to live out?

13
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» Conclusion

Bible study is an adventure but it should not be a fantasy trip where imagined and
unreal things are conjured up to create exciting myths and fables. The inductive
method allows us to be adventurous miners and treasure diggers. There are
nuggets and even treasures of truths that are really within the Scriptures. When
we learn where and how to dig we discover the real joy of studying the Bible.

SESSION g{ile;

Inductive Method Workshop
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SESSION RplfElE

Word Study Method of
Bible Study
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» Introduction

The word study method of Bible study takes a microscopic look at the origin,
definition, occurrences, and uses of a particular word, especially as it relates to
the context of a passage of Scripture. The purpose is to learn as precisely and
comprehensively as possible what the biblical writer meant by the word he used.

I. Three common difficulties in doing word studies

A. Sometimes several Hebrew or Greek words are translated by just one
English word.

B. Sometimes one Hebrew or Greek word is translated several ways in English.

C. Sometimes an original Hebrew or Greek word is translated into a whole
phrase in English.

19
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II. Tools you will need

A. A study Bible

B. Several Translations

C. An Exhaustive Concordance

D. A Bible dictionary or encyclopedia

E. Word studies

E A good English dictionary

G. An interlinear Bible

II. Simple steps in doing word study

A. Choose your word

B. Find its English definition

Compare translations

. Write down the definition of the original word

Check the word’s occurrences in the Bible

. How many times does the word occur in the Bible?
. In what books does it occur?

. In what books does it occur most?

. What writers used the word?

. Where does the word occur first in the Bible?

. Where does it first occur in the book you are studying?

Find the root meaning and origin of the word

. Discover the word’s usage in the Bible

. Find out how the word was used during the time the book was written

. Find out how the word is used in the Bible

21
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a. How does the writer use the word in other parts of the book?
b. How does the writer use the word in other books he has written?
c. How is the word used throughout the whole testament?
d. Does the word have more than one usage? If so, what are its other uses?
e. What is the most frequent use of the word?
f. How is it used the first time in Scriptures?
3. Find out how the word is used in the context of the passage
a. Does the context give any clues to the meaning of the word?
b. Is the word compared or contrasted with another word in the context?
c. Is there any illustration in the context that clarifies the meaning of the

word?

H. Write out an application

WORD STUDY FORM

1. ENGLISH WORD: Repent (noun—Repentance)

2. ENGLISH DEFINITION: “To feel such remorse or regret for past
conduct as to change one’s mind regarding it.”

3. COMPARISON OF TRANSLATIONS: Luke 13:3
“Repent”—NIV, NASB, KJV, Amplified, etc.
“Turn from your sins”—Good News Bible
“Leave your evil ways and turn to God”—Living Bible

4.  ORIGINAL WORD AND SHORT DEFINITION
 “metanoeo” (Greek) “to change one’s mind”
 “metamelomai” (Greek) “to regret or show remorse

5. OCCURRENCES IN THE BIBLE: (Answers to Questions)

Two different Greek words are translated “repent” in the New
Testament:

A. Metanoeo

“Repent” (verb) 34 times “Repentance” (noun) 24 times
5 times in Matthew 3 times in Matthew

2 times in Mark 2 times in Mark

9 times in Luke 5 times in Luke

5 times in Acts 6 times in Acts

1 time in 2 Corinthians 1 time in Romans

12 times in Revelation 2 times in 2 Corinthians

1 time in 2 Timothy
3 times in Hebrews
1 time in 2 Peter

Warren, R. (2006). Rick Warren’s Bible study methods: Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
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B. Metamelomai
“Repent” (verb—6 times)
3 times in Matthew
2 times in 2 Corinthians
1 time in Hebrews

Interesting Insights

The word is never used in the gospel of John; but it is used in
Revelation 12 times.

The author Luke used it the most (Luke and Acts).

Repentance is not emphasized much in the Epistles because they were
written to believers.

(“T'm sorry I got caught, but I'm not sorry I did it” Or, “I'm not sure
I wouldn't do it again.”) The best illustration of this is Judas. He was
regretful for betraying Jesus (metamelomai—Matthew 27:3), but he
never genuinely repented of it (metanoeo).

ROOT MEANING AND ORIGIN: (use reference books)

Metanoeo literally means “to perceive afterward.” It is made up of two
Greek words: meta, which means “after” (implying change), and noeo,
which means “to perceive” (nous is Greek for “the mind”).

From this we get the meaning of “to change one’s mind or purpose.” In
the New Testament this change is always for the better, and it denotes a
genuine, complete change of heart and life.

Not only does it imply a turning away (negative) from sin, but a turning
to (positive) that which is right and godly. It means more than just
feeling sorry for the wrong you've done. It also means to completely
change your mind about the sin and go a different way.

Metamelomai comes from meta (“after”) and melo (“to care for”). It
means to regret or express remorse for something you wish you hadn’t
done. It means to have painful anxiety (sorrow) over a past deed. This is
not genuine repentance. It means to regret something you did without
ever really changing your mind about it.

HOW THE WORD WAS USED:

A. In Other Writings:
Metanoeo was not used much in classical Greek literature. When the
word was used, it did not mean the radical change of a man’s life as a
whole as it does in the New Testament.

B. Throughout the Bible:

o Repentance (ndham) in the Old Testament is seen most clearly in
Ezekiel 18 and 33:10-20.

«  “Repent” was the basic message of John the Baptist (Matt. 3:2), Jesus
(Matt. 4:17), the 12 disciples (Mark 6:12), Peter at Pentecost (Acts
2:38).

« Itis commanded by God for everyone (Acts 17:30; 2 Peter 3:9).

o Itis part of saving faith (Luke 13:5; Acts 3:19).

« It produces joy in heaven (Luke 15:7, 10).

o Itis proven by our actions (Acts 26:20).

o Jesus used the word 17 times in the Gospels and 8 times in
Revelation.

o What causes us to repent?

—God’s goodness to us (Rom. 2:4)
—Godly sorrow for our sin (2 Cor. 7:9-10)
—God’s grace (2 Tim. 2:25)
o Itisa foundational truth of the Christian life (Heb. 6:1).

C. In the Context of the Passage: 2 Corinthians 7:9-10 This verse shows
the difference between genuine repentance (metanoeo and mere
regret (metamelomai). Real godly sorrow brings about genuine
repentance. This brings about a change of life, not just regret.

25
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8. APPLICATION:

“Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance,
and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness leads you toward
repentance?” (Romans 2:4)

Sin to Confess/Attitude to Change

I have held a personal grudge in my heart against John ever since the
incident in the mountains last fall. It has put a strain on our relationship.
The Lord has convicted me about this in the past, but I have put off
making restitution. I know I have sinned. I want to repent of this sin
now. Tomorrow afternoon I will go to John and ask his forgiveness. I
want to straighten this matter out.
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26 RESOURCE BOOKS USED

Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words
Young’s Analytical Concordance of the Bible Dictionary of New
Testament Theology, Vol. 1
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SESSION eVl

Word Study Method Workshop
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SESSION

The Topical Method of Bible Study

flve




» Introduction

The topical method of Bible study involves selecting a Biblical subject and
tracing it through a single book, Old or New Testament, or the entire Bible in
order to discover what God says about the topic.

I. The importance of topical study

A. Tt enables you to study the Word of God systematically, logically, and in an
orderly manner.
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B. It gives you a proper perspective and balance regarding Biblical truth. You
get to see the whole of a Biblical teaching.

C. Itallows you to study subjects that are of particular interest to you.

D. It enables you to study the great doctrines of the Bible.

E. Itlends itself to good and lively discussions. The results of a topical study
are always easy to share with others.
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E. It allows you variety in your lifetime commitment to personal Bible study.
The number of topics in the Bible which you could study is almost limitless.




TOPICAL STUDY FORM

II. Tools you will need
TOPIC: The Faithful Man (2 Timothy 2:2)

A. A study Bible
1. COMPILE A LIST OF WORDS: Faithful

B. An exhaustive concordance 2. COLLECT BIBLE REFERENCES

1 Samuel 2:35

C. A topical Bible 1 Samuel 22:14
Nehemiah 7:2
Nehemiah 13:13
Isaiah 8:2

III. Simple steps in doing topical study Daniel 6:4

Psalm 12:1
Proverbs 20:6

A. Choose your topic Proverbs 28:20
34 Matthew 24:45
Luke 16:10-13

B. Compile a list of words related to your topic Luke 19:17

1 Corinthians 1:9
1 Corinthians 4:1-2, 16-17
C. Collect Bible references 1 Corinthians 10:13
Ephesians 6:21
Colossians 1:7
Colossians 4:7, 9
1 Timothy 1:12

2 Timothy 2:2

1 Peter 5:12

1 John 1:9
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D. Consider each reference individually

E. Compare and group the references
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E  Condense your study into an outline

G. Conclude your study

Warren, R. (2006). Rick Warren’s Bible study methods: Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
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3.-4. COMPARISON CHART:

Reference

Cross-References

Observations and Insights

3.-4. COMPARISON CHART:

Numbers 12:7

Moses was called faithful by
God.

Reference

Cross-References

Observations and Insights

1 Samuel 2:35

It was prophesied that
Samuel would be a faithful
man.

A faithful man is obedient
to God’s will.

A faithful man lives a
blameless testimony before
the world.

Psalm 12:1

Proverbs 20:6
Philippians 2:19-20

Faithful people are few in
number and hard to find.

1 Samuel 22:14

David was called a faithful
man by Ahimelech.

Nehemiah 7:2

Matthew 24:45

Hanani was called a faithful
man by Nehemiah.

A faithful man is given
leadership roles.

Proverbs 20:6

Philippians 2:19-22

There are not many faithful
people in the world.

A faithful man cares about
the interests of others, while
an unfaithful man is always
bragging about himself and
serving himself.

Nehemiah 9:7-8

Abraham was considered
faithful by the Lord.

Nehemiah 13:13

Nehemiah considered his
treasurers faithful, so he
gave them responsibility.

Proverbs 28:20

A faithful man abounds
with blessing.

A faithful man has his
values right, in contrast with
someone who is eager to get
rich.

Isaiah 8:2

Uriah and Zechariah were
faithful witnesses in the
sight of the Lord.

Matthew 24:45

Nehemiah 7:2

A faithful man is given
leadership roles.

Daniel 6:4

John 19:4

The Persian princes could
not accuse Daniel of any
wrongdoing, because he was
a faithful man.

Matthew 25:21, 23

Luke 19:17

A faithful servant will be
rewarded with greater
responsibilities in heaven
and will experience

the Lord’s joy over his
faithfulness.
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3.-4. COMPARISON CHART:

Reference

Cross-References

Observations and Insights

3.-4. COMPARISON CHART:

Luke 16:10-13

This passage shows four
ways to test a person’s
faithfulness: (1) Test him in
small things before giving
him big things. (2) Test
him in nonspiritual matters
before giving him spiritual
truth. (3) Test him in how
he values what isn’t his. (4)
Test his commitment to

God.

Reference

Cross-References

Observations and Insights

Ephesians 6:21

Colossians 4:7

Tychicus was called a
faithful minister by Paul.

Colossians 1:7

Epaphras was a faithful
minister of Jesus Christ.

Colossians 4:7

Ephesians 6:21

Tychicus was sent by Paul to
the Colossians because he
was a reliable, faithful man.

Colossians 4:9

Onesimus was considered
faithful by Paul.

1 Timothy 1:12

God considered Paul
faithful.

A faithful man will be given
a ministry.

Luke 19:17 Matthew 25:21, 23 A faithful servant is
rewarded with greater
responsibility.

1 Corinthians 1:9 1 Corinthians 10:13 God is faithful.

1John 1:9

1 Corinthians 4:1-2 A faithful man demonstrates
wise stewardship.

1 Corinthians Ephesians 6:21 Timothy was called a

4:16-17

Colossians 1:7
Colossians 4:7, 9

faithful man by Paul.

A faithful man’s discipler
shows confi dence in him by
sending him in his place.

2 Timothy 2:2

A faithful man is entrusted
with spiritual truth.

A faithful man passes on to
others what he has learned.

1 Peter 5:12

Silas was called faithful by
Peter.

1 Corinthians 10:13

1 Corinthians 1:9
1John 1:9

God is faithful.
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5. CONDENSED OUTLINE:

I.  Faithfulness Is a Godly Quality

A.
B.
C.

1 Corinthians 1:9
1 Corinthians 10:13
1 John 1:9

II. Faithful Men Are Hard to Find

A.
B.
C.

Psalm 12:1
Proverbs 20:6
Philippians 2:19-20

III. Biblical Examples of Faithful Men

>

o]

AN

PN P =

Old Testament Examples
Abraham—Nehemiah 9:7-8
Moses—Numbers 12:7

Samuel—1 Samuel 2:35

David—1 Samuel 22:14
Hanani—Nehemiah 7:2

Nehemiah'’s treasurers—Nehemiah 13:13
Uriah and Zechariah—Isaiah 8:2
Daniel—Daniel 6:4

New Testament Examples
Timothy—1 Corinthians 4:17
Tychicus—Ephesians 6:21
Epaphras—Colossians 1:7
Onesimus—Colossians 4:9
Paul—1 Timothy 1:12
Silas—1 Peter 5:12

Insights

. Many men called faithful in the New Testament received training

from Paul.

. Paul himself was a faithful man. He was an example to those he

trained.

IV. Characteristics of a Faithful Man

mEOOw>

He cares for others’ interests, not his own (Prov. 20:6; Phil. 2:19-22).
He has his values right. He is not anxious to get rich (Prov. 28:20).
He lives a blameless testimony before the world (Dan. 6:4).

He is obedient to God’s will (1 Sam. 2:35).

He demonstrates wise stewardship (1 Cor. 4:1-2).

He passes on to others what he has learned (2 Tim. 2:2).

V.  Ways to Test a Man’s Faithfulness (Luke 16:10-13)

D.

Test him in small responsibilities before giving him large ones (v. 10).
Test him in nonspiritual matters before giving him spiritual truth
(v. 11).

Test him in how he values what isn't his, before giving him his own.
Observe how he serves faithfully in someone else’s ministry before
sending him out on his own (v. 12).

Test him in his commitment to God (v. 13).

VI. The Benefits of Being a Faithful Man

A. He is given leadership roles (Neh. 7:2; Matt. 24:45).
B.
C

He will abound with blessing (Prov. 28:20).

He will be rewarded with greater responsibilities in heaven and will
experience the Lord’s joy over his faithfulness (Matt. 25:21, 23; Luke
19:17).

He is given a ministry (1 Tim. 1:12).
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E. Heis entrusted with spiritual truth (2 Tim. 2:2).
E  His discipler shows confidence in him by sending him in his place
(1 Cor. 4:16-17; Phil. 2:19-24; Eph. 6:21).

6. CONCLUSION: (Summary and Application)

As 1 did this study on the faithful man, God has impressed on me

the need to be more faithful in two specific areas. First, I need to be
more faithful in my prayer life; I have to be more disciplined in setting
aside a daily period for prayer. Second, I need to be more faithful in

my finances. Luke 16:10 is a verse I needed. It teaches that if I am not
faithful in handling my money, God will not trust me with true riches—
spiritual blessings.

Projects

o Iplan to memorize the passage on “Tests of a man’s faithfulness” by
next week: Luke 16:10-13.

o Iwill set up a family budget with my wife this weekend. We will
start keeping better records of how we spend our money and will
ask God to guide us in our spending, saving, and giving.

« I'will begin spending 20 minutes each morning before breakfast to
review my prayer list and pray.
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