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OLD TESTAMENT

LAW (TORAH, PENTATEUCH)

•	 In the beginning

•	 These are the names

•	 And he called

•	 In the wilderness

•	 These are the words

(Genesis)

(Exodus)

(Leviticus)

(Numbers)

(Deuteronomy)

EXAMINE
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HEBREW 

PROPHETS

Former Latter

•	 Joshua

•	 Judges

•	 Samuel

•	 Kings

Isaiah

Jeremiah

Ezekiel

Hosea

Joel

Amos

Obadiah

Jonah

Micah

Nahum

Habakkuk

Zephaniah

Haggai

Zechariah

Malachi

HEBREW 

WRITINGS

•	 Praises (Psalms)

•	 Job

•	 Proverbs

•	 Ruth

•	 Song of Songs

•	 The Preacher 

(Ecclesiastes)

•	 How? 

(Lamentations)

•	 Esther

•	 Daniel

•	 Ezra

•	 Nehemiah

•	 1, 2 The word 

of the days 

(Chronicles) 

‘go up’ (aliya) 

(last word) 

[Luke 24:27, 44]
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ENGLISH 

HISTORY (PAST)

•	 Genesis

•	 Exodus

•	 Leviticus

•	 Numbers

•	 Deuteronomy

•	 Joshua

•	 Judges

•	 Ruth

•	 1, 2 Samuel

•	 1, 2 Kings

•	 1, 2 Chronicles

•	 Ezra

•	 Nehemiah

•	 Esther

ENGLISH 

POETRY (PRESENT)

•	 Job

•	 Psalms

•	 Proverbs

•	 Ecclesiastes

•	 Song of Songs

ENGLISH 

PROPHECY (FUTURE)

Major (4):

Isaiah

Jeremiah

•	 Lamentations

Ezekiel

•	 Daniel

Minor (12)

•	 Hosea

Joel

Amos

Obadiah

Jonah

Micah

Nahum

Habakkuk

Zephaniah

Haggai

Zechariah

Malachi 
‘curse’ 
(last word)



6

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE — OLD TESTAMENT

FOUNDATIONAL STORY OF GOD’S PEOPLE

GENESIS

EXODUS

LEVITICUS

NUMBERS

DEUTERONOMY

EXTERNAL STORY OF GOD’S PEOPLE

JOSHUA

JUDGES

RUTH

1 SAMUEL

2 SAMUEL

1 KINGS

2 KINGS

1 CHRONICLES

2 CHRONICLES

EZRA

NEHEMIAH

ESTHER

INTERNAL STORY OF GOD’S PEOPLE

JOB

PSALM

PROVERBS

ECCLESIASTES

SONG OF SONGS

FUTURE STORY OF GOD’S PEOPLE

ISAIAH

JEREMIAH

LAMENTATIONS

EZEKIEL

DANIEL

HOSEA

JOEL

AMOS

OBADIAH

JONAH

MICAH

NAHUM

HABAKKUK

ZEPHANIAH

HAGGAI

ZECHARIAH

MALACHI
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BOOKS OF THE BIBLE — NEW TESTAMENT

FOUNDATIONAL STORY OF GOD’S PEOPLE

MATTHEW

MARK

LUKE

JOHN

EXTERNAL STORY OF GOD’S PEOPLE

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

INTERNAL STORY OF GOD’S PEOPLE

ROMANS

1 & 2 CORINTHIANS

GALATIANS

EPHESIANS

PHILIPPIANS

COLOSSIANS

1 & 2 THESSALONIANS

1 & 2 TIMOTHY

TITUS

PHILEMON

HEBREWS

JAMES

1 & 2 PETER

1, 2 & 3 JOHN

JUDE

FUTURE STORY OF GOD’S PEOPLE

REVELATION
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STORY LINE OF THE BIBLE

COMMENCEMENT

CORRUPTION

CALL

CAESURA

CHRIST

CHURCH

CONTINUED TO ETERNITY

(Genesis 1-2)

(Genesis 3-11)

Genesis 12 – Malachi

400 Years

Matthew – Acts 1

Acts 2 – Revelation 20

Revelation 21-22



9
BIBLE SURVEY, SESSION 2



10

GENESIS
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KEY THOUGHTS:

GOD IS THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS:

HEAVEN’S EARTH, HUMAN AND EARTH LIFE , 

THE JEWISH PEOPLE AND PL AN FOR RESTOR ATION.

KEY VERSES:

GENESIS 1:1

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

GENESIS 3:15

“And I will put enmity

Between you and the woman,

And between your seed and her seed;

He shall bruise you on the head,

And you shall bruise him on the heel.”

GENESIS 12:3

“And I will bless those who bless you,

And the one who curses you I will curse.

And in you all the families of the earth 

will be blessed.”

GENESIS 50:20-21

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in 

order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. 

So therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” 

So he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.”
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KEY REMINDER:

NO ONE CAN STOP NOR DEL AY GOD

FROM ACCOMPLISHING HIS PL ANS, 

NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS.

HE IS ALWAYS PREVIOUS.

THE NEED FOR FAITH:

The New Testament suggests useful approach to considering the God 

which will help us in our reading of Genesis. In Hebrews 11 we read two 

things about creation. First that it is by faith we understand that the 

universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not 

made out of what was visible. Then, a little bit later in the same chapter, 

we read that anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exist and 

that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.

As far as the whole Bible is concerned, therefore – including Genesis – 

we must assume God is there and that He wants us to find Him, love Him, 

and serve Him. Then we see what happens on the basis of this trust. We 

cannot prove whether God exist or not, but we can hold the basic belief 

that God wants to Him and have faith in Him.

A PICTURE OF THE CREATOR:

Moving on from the first four words of the book, we come to feature that 

may be surprising: the subject of Genesis 1 is not creation but the creator. 

It is not primarily about how our world came to be, but who made it to 

come to be. In fact, in just 31 verses the word ‘God’ appears 35 times, 

as if to underline that it is all about Him. It is not so much the story of 

creation as a picture of the creator. So what does this picture tell us?
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1 . 	 GOD IS PERSONAL

Genesis 1 depicts a personal God. He has a heart that feels. He has 

a mind that thinks and can speak His thoughts. He has a will and 

makes decisions and sticks to them. All this forms what we know as 

a personality. God is not an it, God is a He. He is a full person with 

feelings, thoughts and motives like us.

2.	 GOD IS POWERFUL

It is quite evident that if God can speak things into being by His Word, 

He must be enormously powerful. In all He gives 10 ‘commandments’ 

in the first chapter, and everyone is fulfilled just as he desires.

3.	 GOD IS UNCREATED

We have already noted that God is and always was there. He was 

always the Creator, never a creature.

4.	 GOD IS CREATIVE

What an imagination He must have! What an artist! Six thousand 

varieties of beetle. No two blades of grass the same. No two snowflakes. 

No two clouds. No two grains. No two stars. An astonishing variety, yet 

in harmony. It is a uni-verse.

5.	 GOD IS ORDERLY

This is a symmetry in His work of creation, as we shall see. The fact 

that creation is mathematical has made science possible.

6.	 GOD IS SINGULAR

The verb in Genesis 1, ‘from created’ onwards, are all singular.
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7. 	 GOD IS PLURAL

The word used for ‘God’ is not the singular El, but plural Elohim, which 

means three or more ‘gods’. So the very first sentence in the Bible, 

using a plural noun with a singular verb is grammatically wrong but 

theologically right, hinting at a God who is Three-in-one’.

8.	 GOD IS GOOD

Therefore all his work is ‘good’ and He pronounces human beings as 

His best, His masterpiece, ‘very good’. Furthermore, He wants to be 

good to all His creation, to ‘bless’ it. His goodness sets the standard 

for all goodness.

9.	 GOD IS LIVING

He is active in the world of time and space.

10.GOD IS COMMUNICATOR

He speaks to creation and the creatures within it. In particular, He 

wants to relate to human beings.

11 .GOD IS LIKE US

We are made in His image, so we must be in some ways like Him and 

He must be like us.

12 .GOD IS UNLIKE US

He can ‘create’ out of nothing (ex nihilo), whereas we can only ‘make’ 

something out of something else. We are ‘manufacturers’; He is the 

only Creator.

13.GOD IS INDEPENDENT

God is never identified with His creation. There is a distinction between 

creator and creation from the very beginning. The New Age movement 

confuses this idea by suggestion that somehow ‘god’ is a part of us. 

But the creator is separate from his creation. He can take a day off and 

be quite apart from all that He has made. We must never identify Him 

with what He has made. To worship His creation is idolatry. To worship 

the creator is the truth.
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PHILOSOPHIES CHALLENGE

If we accept the truth of Genesis 1, then a number of alternative 

viewpoints about God are automatically ruled out. These viewpoints 

could also be called philosophies (the word ‘philosophy’ means love of 

wisdom). Everyone has their own way of looking at the world, whether 

they are consciously think about it or not.

If you believe Genesis, the following philosophies will not stand:

•	 Atheism	

•	 Agnosticism

•	 Animism

•	 Polytheism 

•	 Dualism

•	 Monotheism

•	 Deism

•	 Theism

•	 Existentialism

•	 Humanism

•	 Rationalism

•	 Materialism

•	 Mysticism

•	 Monism

•	 Pantheism



16

GENESIS IN RELATION TO THE FOLLOWING

THE ENTIRE BIBLE AND PENTATEUCH

•	 THE HUMAN SIDE

Genesis.

Exodus.

Leviticus.

Numbers.

Deuteronomy.

DESTRUCTION—through the sin of man.

DELIVERANCE—by “blood” and “power.”

DEAL—on the ground of atonement.

DIRECTION—guidance by the will of God.

DESTINATION—through the faithfulness of God

•	 THE GOD SIDE

Genesis.

Exodus.

Leviticus.

Numbers.

Deuteronomy.

GOD’S Sovereignty—in creation and election.

GOD’S Supremacy—in redemption and emancipation.

GOD’S Sanctity/Holiness— 

in separation and sanctification.

GOD’S Standard of Goodness and Severity— 

judging, caring.

GOD’S Stubborn Faithfulness—in discipline and 

destination.
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EXODUS

KEY THOUGHTS:

GOD DELIVERS AND DIRECTS HIS PEOPLE.

KEY VERSES:

EXODUS 20:2 

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 

the house of slavery.”

EXODUS 14:13 

“But Moses said to the people, “Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation 

of the Lord which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom 

you have seen today, you will never see them again forever.”

KEY REMINDER:

GOD HEARS OUR CRY FOR DELIVER ANCE                                                        

FOR HE IS ALWAYS PRESENT AND POWERFUL .
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LEVITICUS

KEY THOUGHTS:

GOD EXPECTS US TO BE HOLY FOR HE IS HOLY.

KEY VERSES:

LEVITICUS 11:44

“For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be 

holy, for I am holy. And you shall not make yourselves unclean with any of 

the swarming things that swarm on the earth.”

KEY REMINDER:

IF  WE FALL ,  STAND UP AGAIN IN GOD’S WAYS.
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NUMBERS

KEY THOUGHTS:

DON’T TAKE A U -TURN, WHEN GOD’S SAID MOVE 

FORWARD. NOT FOLLOWING GOD’S DIRECTION, 

WILL LEAD US TO DESTRUCTION.

KEY VERSES:

NUMBERS 14:8-9

“If the Lord is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land and 

give it to us—a land which flows with milk and honey. Only do not rebel 

against the Lord; and do not fear the people of the land, for they will be 

our prey. Their protection has been removed from them, and the Lord is 

with us; do not fear them.”

NUMBERS 6:24-26

“The Lord bless you, and keep you; The Lord make His face shine on you, 

And be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance on you, 

And give you peace.”

KEY REMINDER:

TRUST GOD’S WORD FOR HIS PROMISES 

ARE AS SECURE AS HIS POWER AND LOVE.
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ONE INTEGRATED DESIGN:

The New Testament

is in the Old Testament concealed;

The Old Testament

is in the New Testament revealed.
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DEUTERONOMY

KEY THOUGHTS:

IT  IS OUR RESPONSIB IL IT Y TO PASS ON GODLY LEGACY OF 

LOVING GOD WITH ALL OF OUR HEART, SOUL AND MIND.

KEY VERSES:

DEUTERONOMY 6:4-5

“Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your might.”

KEY REMINDER:

LOVE GOD WITH ALL OF OUR BEING AND TEACH 

TO OUR CHILDREN AND TO THEIR CHILDREN AND 

TO THE NEXT GENER ATIONS.
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NOTES
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NOTES


