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OVERVIEW OF GENESIS

1 CREATION Adam and Eve, Garden of Eden, two trees

2 SIN Serpent’s deception, sin and its curses, first 

murder (Cain and Abel), unholy marriages 

(Gen. 6; sin escalates)

3 NOAH Flood, rainbow, covenant

4 NATIONS (Genesis 10)

5 BABEL Linguistic confusion, geographical 

dispersion

EXAMINE
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6 ABRAHAM Lot, Ishmael, Isaac, Abraham died

7 ISAAC Esau, Jacob, Isaac died

8 JACOB Laban, wives, 13 children

9 JOSEPH Jacob’s favourite, dreams, near death 

experience, slavery in Egypt, framed and 

jailed, rise to power, deception and self-

revelation

10 EGYPT Migration to Egypt, Jacob died, privileged 

life, Joseph died, suffering

11 MOSES Birth, palace life, self-exile in Midian, 

burning bush, Aaron as partner

12 TEN PLAGUES Moses vs. Pharaoh

13 PASSOVER (Exodus 12-13)

14 RED SEA Quail, manna and water; defeating the 

Amalekites and the Rephidim

15 SINAI Law and covenant

16 GOLDEN CALF (betrayal), renewal

17 TABERNACLE Priests and Levites, cloud, first census

18 12 SPIES Invasion attempt failed

19 38 MORE YEARS Wilderness wandering, second census at 

Moab, Moses 3 monologues

20 MOSES DIED (Deuteronomy 34)
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JOSHUA

WRITER, DATE OF WRITINGS 
AND KEY CHARACTERS:

•	 Joshua

•	 1400-1370 B.C.

•	 Joshua, Rahab, and Caleb

KEY THOUGHT:

GOD FULFILLS HIS PROMISES.
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KEY VERSES:

JOSHUA 1:7

“Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all 

the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to 

the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go.”

JOSHUA 23:14

““Now behold, today I am going the way of all the earth, and you know 

in all your hearts and in all your souls that not one word of all the good 

words which the Lord your God spoke concerning you has failed; all have 

been fulfilled for you, not one of them has failed.”

JOSHUA 24:15

“If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves 

today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served 

which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land 

you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

KEY REMINDER:

LET US SERVE THE LORD.
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JUDGES

WRITER, DATE OF WRITINGS 
AND KEY CHARACTERS:

•	 Samuel

•	 1050-1000 B.C.

•	 Judges

KEY THOUGHT:

WHEN WE NEGLECT GOD’S LEADERSHIP, 

WE WILL SURELY FALL IN A DOWNWARD SPIR AL OF S IN , 

SHAME, JUDGEMENT AND DESPAIR .

KEY VERSES:

JUDGES 2:16

“Then the Lord raised up judges [a]who delivered them from the hands of 

those who plundered them.”

JUDGES 21:25

“In those days there was no king in Israel; 

everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”

KEY REMINDER:

WE CAN ONLY BREAK FROM THE CYCLE OF S IN , 

DEFEAT AND DESPAIR ,  IF WE CALL UPON THE LORD 

FOR DELIVER ANCE.
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RUTH

WRITER, DATE OF WRITINGS 
AND KEY CHARACTERS:

•	 Samuel

•	 1050 B.C.

•	 Ruth, Naomi, Boaz

KEY THOUGHT:

GOD CAN TURN YOUR BITTERNESS TO BLESSINGS 

THRU OUR KINGSMAN REDEEMER, JESUS CHRIST. 

THIS WAS FORE-SHADOWED IN THIS BOOK.
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KEY VERSES:

RUTH 1:16 

“Then she arose with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the 

land of Moab, for she had heard in the land of Moab that the Lord had 

visited His people in giving them food.”

RUTH 4:14-15 

“Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed is the Lord who has not left 

you without a redeemer today, and may his name become famous in 

Israel. May he also be to you a restorer of life and a sustainer of your old 

age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves you and is better to you than 

seven sons, has given birth to him.”

KEY REMINDER:

RECOGNIZE AND ACCEPT JESUS AS YOUR REDEEMER 

TO TURN YOUR MOURNING INTO DANCING.
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1 SAMUEL

WRITER, DATE OF WRITINGS 
AND KEY CHARACTERS:

•	 Samuel

•	 1010 B.C.

•	 Samuel, Saul, and David

KEY THOUGHT:

BE A MAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART, 

AND HE WILL L IFT YOU UP.

KEY VERSES:

1 SAMUEL 13:14 

“Only fear the Lord and serve Him in truth with all your heart; 

for consider what great things He has done for you.”

1 SAMUEL 15:22 

“Samuel said, “Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and 

sacrifices; As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better 

than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.”

KEY REMINDER:

DON’T BE IMPRESSED BY THE LOOKS 

BUT ALWAYS LOOK AT THE HEART. 

GUARD YOUR HEART. FOLLOW HARD 

AFTER GOD AND OBEY HIM.
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2 SAMUEL

WRITER, DATE OF WRITINGS 
AND KEY CHARACTERS:

•	 Samuel

•	 1010 B.C. (and later)

•	 David, Bathsheba, Nathan, Absalom, Joab, Amnon, 

and Ahithophel

KEY THOUGHT:

FOCUS YOUR PASSION ON GOD  

TO PROTECT YOU FROM WRONG DECIS ION.
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KEY VERSES:

2 SAMUEL 7:28-29 

“Now, O Lord God, You are God, and Your words are truth, and You have 

promised this good thing to Your servant. Now therefore, may it please 

You to bless the house of Your servant, that it may continue forever 

before You.  For You, O Lord God, have spoken; and with Your blessing 

may the house of Your servant be blessed forever.”

2 SAMUEL 24:10 

“Now David’s heart troubled him after he had numbered the people. 

So David said to the Lord, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done. 

But now, O Lord, please take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have 

acted very foolishly.”

KEY REMINDER:

LET GOD RULE IN EVERY AREA OF YOUR HEART.
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1 KINGS

WRITER, DATE OF WRITINGS 
AND KEY CHARACTERS:

•	 Jeremiah

•	 About 550 B.C.

•	 Solomon, Jeroboam, Rehoboam, Elijah and Elisha, 

Ahab and Jezebel

KEY THOUGHT:

YOUR UNFAITHFULNESS TO GOD  

WILL EFFECT THE NEXT GENER ATION. 

FOLLOW THE BOLDNESS OF ELIJAH.

KEY VERSES:

1 KINGS 2:3 

“Keep the charge of the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, to keep 

His statutes, His commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies, 

according to what is written in the Law of Moses, that you may succeed in 

all that you do and wherever you turn,”

KEY REMINDER:

IN YOUR PROSPERIT Y DON’T FORGET YOUR POSTERIT Y. 

LEAVE A LEGACY OF SPITUAL PASSION.
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2 KINGS

WRITER, DATE OF WRITINGS 
AND KEY CHARACTERS:

•	 Jeremiah

•	 About 550 B.C.

•	 Elijah, Elisha, Josiah, Naaman, Hezekiah

KEY THOUGHT:

DESPITE THE FAILURES OF THE KINGS, 

THE PL AN OF THE KING OF KINGS PREVAILS.

KEY VERSES:

2 KINGS 6:16 

“So he answered, “Do not fear, for those who are with us 

are more than those who are with them.”

KEY REMINDER:

IN THE MIDST OF FAMINE,  GOD PROVIDES. 

IN THE MIDST OF CHAOS, GOD PROTECTS.
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1 CHRONICLES

WRITER, DATE OF WRITINGS 
AND KEY CHARACTERS:

•	 Ezra

•	 450-425 B.C.

•	 Nathan, Bathsheba, and Uriah

KEY THOUGHT:

REMEMBER GOD’S COVENANT AND 

PROMISES FOR THOSE WHO HAD GONE AHEAD OF US. 

TO KEEP OUR HERITAGE AND LEGACY INTACT.

KEY VERSES:

1 CHRONICLE 22:19 

“Now set your heart and your soul to seek the Lord your God; arise, 

therefore, and build the sanctuary of the Lord God, so that you may bring 

the ark of the covenant of the Lord and the holy vessels of God into the 

house that is to be built for the name of the Lord.”

KEY REMINDER:

JESUS IS STILL YOUR KING. SERVE HIM JOYFULLY,  

NO MATTER WHAT HAPPEN
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2 CHRONICLES

KEY THOUGHT:

GOD IS KNOWN FOR HIS TEMPLE, 

A DWELLING PL ACE FOR HIS GLORY ON EARTH.

KEY VERSES:

2 CHRONICLES 36:23 

“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given 

me all the kingdoms of the earth, and He has appointed me to build Him 

a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever there is among you of 

all His people, may the Lord his God be with him, and let him go up!”

KEY REMINDER:

WE ARE THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIR IT.  GLORIF Y HIM.
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EZRA

WRITER, DATE OF WRITINGS 
AND KEY CHARACTERS:

•	 Ezra

•	 457-444 B.C.

•	 Cyrus, Ezra, Jeshua and Zerubbabel

KEY THOUGHT:

REBUILD AREAS OF OUR LIVES THAT HAVE BEEN 

DAMAGED OR DESTROYED BY THE CONSEQUENCES OF 

OUR DISOBEDIENCE THRU REPENTANCE.

KEY VERSES:

EZRA 8:21 

“Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava, that we might 

humble ourselves before our God to seek from Him a safe journey for us, 

our little ones, and all our possessions.”

KEY REMINDER:

IN REPENTING, START WITH THE CROSS OF JESUS CHRIST 

AS CENTR AL TO OUR LIVES,  WORDS AND ACTIONS.
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NEHEMIAH

WRITER, DATE OF WRITINGS 
AND KEY CHARACTERS:

•	 Nehemiah

•	 About 445 B.C. to 425 B.C.

•	 Nehemiah, Artaxerxes, Sanballet, Ezra

KEY THOUGHT:

EVERY THING RISE AND FALL ON LEADERSHIP. 

OUR LEADERSHIP CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN ETERNIT Y.

KEY VERSES:

NEHEMIAH 6:15-16 

“So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of the month Elul, in 

fifty-two days. When all our enemies heard of it, and all the nations 

surrounding us saw it, they lost their confidence; for they recognized that 

this work had been accomplished with the help of our God.”

KEY REMINDER:

YOU ARE CALLED TO LEAD PEOPLE TO CHRIST. 

FOLLOW NEHEMIAH’S EX AMPLE.
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ESTHER

WRITER, DATE OF WRITINGS 
AND KEY CHARACTERS:

•	 Ezra or Nehemiah

•	 Between 470 and 465 B.C.

•	 Esther, Haman, Mordecai, Xerxes

KEY THOUGHT:

GOD GUIDES AND PROTECTS US, 

EVEN IF HE IS SEEMINGLY ABSENT. 

YOU ARE CALLED TO BRING THAT GOD’S REALIT Y.

KEY VERSES:

ESTHER 4:14 

“For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the 

Jews from another place and you and your father’s house will perish. And 

who knows whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?”

KEY REMINDER:

WHEN YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND 

WHEN YOU DON’T SEE HIS PL AN, 

WHEN YOU CAN’T TR ACE HIS HAND, TRUST HIS HEART.
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ONE-WORD THEMES FOR THE FOLLOWING 
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE:

THE OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis Beginnings

Exodus Deliverance

Leviticus Instruction

Numbers Journeys

Deuteronomy Obedience

Joshua Conquest

Judges Deterioration and deliverance

Ruth Redemption

1 Samuel Transition

2 Samuel Unification

1 Kings Disruption

2 Kings Dispersion

1 Chronicles Israel’s spiritual history

2 Chronicles Israel’s spiritual heritage

Ezra Restoration

Nehemiah Reconstruction

Esther Preservation
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NOTES
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